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USACE Section 204
Sample letter of Intent for Ecosystem Restoration in Connection with Dredging



LETTERHEAD OF LOCAL SPONSOR)

Mr. John R. Kennelly, Chief
Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New England District

696 Virginia Road

Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751

Dear Mr. Kennelly:

We have identified a potential opportunity to use dredged material from the Duxbury
Harbor federal project in Duxbury, Massachusetts for salt marsh restoration at High Pines
salt marsh on the bayside of Duxbury Beach (see the attached feasibility report prepared for
the non-profit Duxbury Beach Reservation (DBR)). The Town of Duxbury works very
closed with DBR in the management of this vital barrier beach resource for the town.

We request that the Corps investigate the possibility of preparing a feasibility study under its
Beneficial Uses of Dredged Materials Program (Section 204 of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1992, as amended) to formulate a restoration plan.

We believe this project would restore approximately seven (7) acres of salt marsh at High
Pines on Duxbury Beach.

We understand that the study will investigate alternative solutions to identify a plan to
restore or create aquatic and ecologically related habitats. | also understand our obligations
as local sponsor under the Section 204 Program, including the cost-sharing requirement of
35 percent of the project construction costs in excess of the normal (baseline) costs of the
federal navigation project. We intend to pursue budgetary actions so that funds will be
available to meet our cost sharing requirements at the time needed by the Corps to
advertise a construction contract. One such action that DBR is pursuing is a grant from the
Massachusetts Wetlands Restoration Program.

The NAME OF AGENCY OR COMMUNITY has designated NAME OF LOCAL CONTACT
AT AGENCY AND PHONE NUMBER as the point of contact for this project.

Sincerely,
AGENCY OFFICIAL



Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Wetlands
Restoration Program (WRP) Priority Project Nomination Form, Fiscal Year
2009 under RFR # ENV 09 CZM 02



Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
Wetlands Restoration Program (WRP) Priority Project Nomination Form
Fiscal Year 2009 under RFR # ENV 09 CZM 02

This form should be used by a project sponsor to nominate a wetland restoration project to
be designated as a Priority Project in order to receive assistance from CZM-WRP. Based
on the information provided as well as other available data, program staff will evaluate the
nomination according to the review criteria outlined in the RFR. CZM-WRP may contact
the project sponsor to discuss the nomination and to arrange for a site visit as necessary.
The sponsor will be notified in writing of the acceptance of the project as a Priority Project
or Provisional Project, or denial of the project under this RFR. Conditions of acceptance
for Priority and Provisional Projects will be detailed in a written agreement accompanying
the notification. Please fill out the form as thoroughly as possible and return to the address
below. Attach additional pages as necessary. Contact CZM-WRP with any questions.

(Attach additional sheets as necessary)

Site Name: Duxbury Beach High Pines Salt Marsh

Site Location: City/Town: Duxbury
Nearest Road(s): Powder Point Avenue to Gurnet Road
Adjacent Waterbody: Duxbury Bay

l.ocation notes: High Pines Salt Marsh is located on the bay side of Duxbury Beach,
approximately half way between the Powder Point Bridge and the Plymouth town line.

*Please attach a USGS topographic map with the site location clearly marked. If available, also attach
current and historic photos, maps, and aerial photos of the project site.

Project Sponsor: Duxbury Beach Reservation (DBR)

Designated Representative:

Name: Al Vautrinot Title: Vice President, DBR
Address: P. O. Box 2593

City/Town: Duxbury, Mass. Postal Code: 02331

Day Phone: 781-585-5505 Email: AlVaut@aol.com

Landowner(s): Duxbury Beach Reservation is a private non-profit conservation group that
owns Duxbury Beach

Has landowner expressed support for wetland restoration af the site? Yes _X__ No___ Explain:

DBR is interested in using dredged material from the US Army Corps of Engineers
dredaing project of Duxbury Harbor fo restore the eroding salt marsh at High Pines. This
marsh helps protect one of the narrowest portions of Duxbury Beach from northwesterly
storm waves and erosion.

**Note: support letters from landowners and other pariners submitted with the Response will
increase a project’s score under the RFR review criteria.

(go to next page)

CZM-WRP Priority Project Nomination Form 1



Project Description: Briefly describe the history, current condition, and restoration needs of the wetland
and surrounding landscape. What impacts have damaged the wetland? What is the exient and severity of
the damage? What size is the area proposed to be restored (acres)? VWhat are the goals and objectives of
the restoration project? What physical actions are needed to restore the wetland? What restoration efforis
have already occurred? What are the next-steps or project tasks that are needed to advance the project? Is
there a developed project work-plan (attach if available)? Are there practical and/or political issues that may
present significant challenges for this proposed restoration? (Attach additional sheets as necessary.)

DBR has evaluated the Duxbury Beach High Pines Salt Marsh through an analysis of
historical aerial photographs (1952, 1971, 1980, 1984, 1991, 1995, 2001 and 2005). This
analysis has revealed that coastal erosion has caused a total salt marsh loss of
approximately 314,052 sguare feet between 1952 and 2005. To restore this salt marsh,
DBR proposes to utilize dredged material from the US Army Corps of Engineers Duxbury
Harbor federal project designed to maintain the entrance channel and anchorage area
within the harbor for navigation purposes. This dredged material has been characterized
for physical and chemical characteristics (see attached report). In addition, USACE is
currently completing bioassay/bicaccumulation testing to determine suitability for offshore
disposal. The purpose of this project is to restore marsh areas that have eroded due to
wave action resulting from strong northwesterly winds and sea level rise which appears {0
have accelerated the erosion condition.

Regulatory Information: Is any pari of the site subject to a compensatory mitigation requirement,
enforcement order, or other type of prior legal obligation to perform? Yes ____ No _){_ If yes, explain:

Project Funding: Has any funding been identified for this project? Yes _X__ No ___ If yes, describe:
See Project Team below.

Project Team: Have any other restoration partners (actual or potential) been identified? Yes __X_No
If yes, please state their status in relation to the project and include contact information:

has approached the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), sponsor of the Duxbury
ng Project about utilization of dredged material from their project for the
restcrat;eﬁ of the salt marsh at High Pines. DBR has also approached USACE about

ing through the USACE Section 206 Aguatic Ecosystem Restoration
the Waiter Resources Development Act of 1996.

e

Signed: /ngéb (. ?/i Q& VP Date: i@/% (‘?/ 0P

y/

Please send this form with attachmentis to:

Georgeann Keer, Project Manager

Wetlands Restoration Program

Massachusetis Office of Coastal Zone Management
251 Causeway Sireet, Suite 800

Boston, MA 02114

All responses must be received at the above address no later than 3:00 PM, November 21, 2008 (note
that the complete submiital must be received at this location by the deadline; postmarks are not

acceptable.
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